
 

Silicon Valley Bank Celebrates 20 Years Of Dedication To Entrepreneurs

Santa Clara, Calif., October 17, 2003 — Silicon Valley Bank, the primary banking 
subsidiary of Silicon Valley Bancshares (Nasdaq: SIVB), today marked its 20th year 
providing diversified financial services to companies in the technology, life science 
and premium wine industries. Founded in 1983, Silicon Valley Bank has supported 
more than 30,000 entrepreneurial companies on the road to success, including 
some of the best-known companies in the technology industry. Throughout its 
history, Silicon Valley Bank has vastly expanded its products and services and now 
targets companies of any stage or size, including those doing business 
internationally. 

To celebrate the company's anniversary, Silicon Valley Bank is hosting client 
appreciation parties in every major tech center of the country through its eight 
regions. The largest event occurred in the California Bay Area on October 7, where 
1,000 clients, partners, employees, board members and SVB alumni toasted the 
growth and commitment Silicon Valley Bank has displayed over the last two 
decades. The company also celebrated "Meg Brook" and "Sue Butler" Days to 
honor two employees who have remained with the company since 1983. 

"Twenty years of dedication have resulted in inspiring success for Silicon Valley Bank, our clients and our partners. In 20 years, 
the company has grown from a small, community bank to a diversified, global financial services organization serving a client 
base that knows no geographic boundaries," said Ken Wilcox, president and CEO of Silicon Valley Bank. "Our workforce, 
service set and infrastructure are the strongest they've been in our history. Timed with a changing economic climate, I'm 
optimistic and excited about our prospects for the next 20 years. We're still early in Silicon Valley Bank's history." 

Conceived by Bill Biggerstaff and Robert Medearis over a poker game, Silicon Valley Bank was established to provide credit 
and banking services to Silicon Valley's growing number of startup technology companies. Under the leadership of the first 
CEO Roger Smith, the company began serving this market at a time when it was overlooked by the financial services industry, 
which required companies to show assets and profits in order to be considered credit-worthy. Then, and now, Silicon Valley 
Bank's mission was to help those entrepreneurs succeed through innovation, dedication and intelligent risk-taking.  

Today, Silicon Valley Bank is one of the largest, best-performing banks serving the technology industry nationwide. Not limiting 
itself to the U.S., SVB has established significant international influence through its global network of venture capital 
relationships and its services built to support and assist its clients' international expansion requirements. Since its founding, the 
company has effectively navigated through a major banking industry consolidation and is currently ranked in the top two 
percent of the nation's nearly 8,000 banks. 

Silicon Valley Bank has grown and diversified its unique set of financial services to offer a product suite, service style, 
knowledge base and partner network that are unmatched by any other organization. SVB has continued to augment its 
offerings to meet the increasingly sophisticated and long-term financial needs of its clients throughout their life cycles, adding 
private equity, private banking, merger and acquisition, private placement and investment services to complement its 
commercial banking practice. A tribute to the stability of SVB's business and its superior client service, the company's client 
count has remained steady at approximately 9,500 since 2000 and its market share has grown. 

 

Meg Brook (back center) and Sue 
Butler celebrated 20-year anniversaries 
with Silicon Valley Bank in 2003. Joining 
Meg are several Bay Area-based 
employees who have over 10 years of 
service with the company.

Silicon Valley Bank Milestones

1983 — Bill Biggerstaff, Robert Medearis and CEO Roger Smith opened first office on North First Street in 
San Jose

1984 — Began trading stock in the over the counter market

1985 — Opened Palo Alto, Calif. office

1986 — Merged with National InterCity Bancorp; Opened Santa Clara, Calif. office

1987 — Began trading stock on Nasdaq under the symbol SIVB

1988 — Completed IPO, raised $6 million in equity; Opened additional offices in Palo Alto and San Jose

1989 — Cemented venture capital community presence with the opening of a Menlo Park, Calif. office on 
Sand Hill Road; Launched Specialty Finance division 



About Silicon Valley Bank 
Silicon Valley Bank provides diversified financial services to emerging growth and mature companies in the technology and life 
sciences markets, as well as the premium wine industry. Through its focus on specialized markets and extensive knowledge of 
the people and business issues driving them, Silicon Valley Bank provides a level of service and partnership that measurably 
impacts its clients' success. Founded in 1983 and headquartered in Santa Clara, Calif., the company serves more than 9,500 
clients across the country through 27 regional offices. More information on the company can be found at www.svb.com.  

1990 — Established bi-coastal presence with first East Coast office near Boston, Mass.; Opened Newport 
Beach, Calif. office, now Irvine, Calif.

1991 — Launched international services with formation of the Pacific Rim and Trade Finance groups; Opened 
Beaverton, Ore. office

1992 — Reflected on year-over-year decade of rapid growth; Reengineered process and technology 
infrastructure; Posted first net loss after industry-wide problems in the real estate market

1993 — Named John Dean president and CEO

1994 — Established Premium Wine Practice

1995 — Named Daniel Kelleher chairman of the board; Opened San Diego, Calif. office

1996 — Established wide-spread national presence: Opened Austin, Texas; Seattle, Wash; St. Helena, Calif.; 
Beverly Hills; Boulder, Colo.; and Rockville, MD, now Reston, Va., offices

1997 — Opened Atlanta, Philadelphia and Phoenix offices

1998 — Raised $38.5 million in cumulative trust preferred; Opened Los Angeles and Rosemont, Ill. offices

1999 — Named Kenneth P. Wilcox president of Silicon Valley Bank; Raised $55.1 million in a common stock 
public offering; Opened San Francisco, Sonoma, Calif; Minneapolis, Minn. and Dallas, Texas offices; 
Reincorporated in Delaware

2000 — Raised $91 million in a common stock public offering; Created first investment funds: Strategic 
Investors Funds and BancVentures fund; Opened offices in West Palm Beach, Fla., Research 
Triangle and an additional office in San Francisco 

2001 — Named Kenneth P. Wilcox president and CEO and John Dean chairman of the board of Silicon Valley 
Bancshares; Solidified diversified growth strategy and acquired Alliant Partners, a leading M&A firm; 
Opened New York and Fremont, Calif. offices

2002 — Focused strategy to provide diversified financial services to technology, life science and premium 
wine markets; Launched broker-dealer subsidiary SVB Securities; Acquired Woodside Asset 
Management, personal investment advisor

2003 — Launched private placement advisory services; Named Alex "Pete" Hart chairman of the board; 
Established greater international presence through IBOS association membership


